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Elegy

a grown son's tcars in a restaurant mix their salt

with a colleaguc's long-awaited sudden

death in Jodhpur

thc breath of garlic as wc enter
thc elevator suffocatcs mc
for this collcague

chewed on twelve garlic cloves evcry morning

as a cure for canccr after
an amputation

quoted Keats on thc sparrow in tho sun

the grapc presscd into his palatc

bcl icved in homcopalh ic

doses of cowdung Shclley's chcmical
experiments and the calcium dcficiency
of his high-pitched vcrse

how native doctors had little whitc pills

for homcsickness abroad how they
diagnosed your livcr

and kidncy by sccing whethcr your urine
strcam was one or divided
in two did you know
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i t  was not Wordsworth but his sister
who hcard the solitary reaper
by which timc

the elevator had reached the cightccnth
and I'd to get out and sign a hcalth
insurance form

unable to shake off ths whiff of garlic or
thc tastc of thc grapc now round
now crushcd

in the mouth of Kcats in thc mouth
of my friond who had mlrcd them
into my brcath

floor
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A.K. Ramanujan

Butcher's Tao

Thc butcher in China
looks long at a bull t i l l  he sees
the bull and horv

the bcast is jointcd,

then movcs his knifo
in thc spaccs

hc has lcarned
by hcart with his hand
moving on the bull

and thc bul l
is now sirloin,

tendcr lo in,  pr imc r ib ,
dogbonc, two horns

frlr wcddings or combs,
sant la ls  f r r r  thc pct lcst r i l rn

pcusant .  sat ld lc  uncl  rc i r r
for horsc, thong and hcacl

for kcttlcdrums to scare away
cclipscs from the sun,
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ghosts from
or summon

to banquets, friends and
cncmies to battle,

thc blood in the bucket
ready for sprinkling

on childrcn with polio
and vil lagc borders.

Thc rest is battcr
for blood puddings.

processions,
cities



ghosts from processions,
or summon citics

to banqucts, fricnds and
cncmics to battlc,

tho blood in the bucket
ready for sprinkling

on childrcn with polio
and vil lagc bordcrs.

The rest is batter
for blood puddings.
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