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Course

Improvisation as a Way of Life
Arnold Davidson, Philosophy and  
Comparative Literature

George Lewis, Columbia University

Course

Literature, History, and Science:  
1750-1900
Alison Winter, History

James Chandler, English Language  
& Literature 

Course

Seeing Madness: Mental Illness 
and Visual Culture
Françoise Meltzer, Romance Languages 
& Literatures

W.J.T. Mitchell, English and Art History

C o u rses    ,  2 0 1 0 – 1 1 

Course

Climate and History
Dipesh Chakrabarty, South Asian Lan-
guages & Civilizations and History

Fredrik Albritton Jonsson, History

Course

Revolutionary Culture in  
Eighteenth-Century France and 
America
Eric Slauter, English

Paul Cheney, History

Course

Same-Sex Love and Desire in  
Indic Literatures: Problems and  
Approaches
Leela Gandhi, English

Ruth Vanita, University of  Montana

Detail from Vertumnus by Giuseppe Arcimboldo, 1591.

“Arabesque Narrative: A Hybrid Form of the Imaginary”

“As an art historian, it was interesting to hear how literary-minded people approached the texts and images covered in the course. I was particularly 
challenged by a collaboration with a student of  literature, which caused me to rethink my typical approach to a canonical figure in my field. What was 
most useful for me was seeing – in action – a style of  argumentation structured quite differently from my own. Professors Wellbery and Ubl worked 

well together, bringing to the course an incredible depth and breadth of  knowledge.”
 

—  A graduate student in Art History

Rachel will get 
new photo

About the Consortium of  Centers for  
Disciplinary Innovation

In the 2006-07 academic year, the Center for 
Disciplinary Innovation at the University of  
Chicago served as the leading force in the  
formation of  a consor tium of  centers for  
disciplinary innovation, a par tnership with  
humanities centers at Columbia, Cambridge, 
and Berkeley.

Each humanities center has received support 
from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. The 
purpose of  this consortium is to begin to address 
collectively a problem that we take to be of  great 
significance for higher education in the coming 
decades. The problem is how universities of  the 
twenty-first century ought best to respond to the 
challenge of disciplinary change in the humanities 
and social sciences (and beyond).

The consor tium is especially well-positioned 
to try to make some headway with the large 
questions of  disciplinary innovation in our time. 
Our four universities are known for their intense 
intellectual vitality, and for a willingness to reflect 
on the structures and procedures of  academic 
knowledge production. Each institution is making 
its own experiments according to its own sense of  
its local strengths and distinctive contributions. 

Seeing / Writing the Everyday in  
20th-Century France

“This was an extremely productive and  
enriching teaching experience for both of  

us, allowing us to discover shared  
intellectual commitments and bringing to 

light new aspects of  canonical works in our 
respective fields. Our combined  

perspectives allowed a synthetic view of  the 
French cultural and artistic landscape and 
of  intellectual currents that evade capture 
within traditional disciplinary approaches.”

—  Jennifer Wild and Alison James 
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Patchen Markell
Department of  Political Science and the College

On Hannah Arendt

William Schweiker
Divinity School and the College

Posthumanism and the New Humanisms

W o r k  i n  P r o g r e s s
 
Thomas Christensen
Department of  Music and the College

On Piano Transcriptions

Jonathan Lear
Committee on Social Thought, Department of  
Philosophy, and the College

Unconscious Identity

Laura Letinsky
Department of  Visual Arts, Department of  
Cinema & Media Studies and the College

On “After All,” an Upcoming  
Publication of Still Life Photographs

Every Wednesday Luncheon Series

H elping faculty members stay abreast of their colleagues’ current work from any 
department in the humanities or humanistic social sciences, the Every Wednesday 
Luncheon Series was created thirteen years ago to provide University humanities 
faculty with regular opportunities to assemble informally. On most Wednesdays 

Boris Maslov
Department of  Comparative Literature and the 
College

Comparative Conceptual History

Rocco Rubini
Department of  Romance Languages &  
Literatures and the College

Renaissance Humanism and Italian 
Existentialism

Noa Steimatsky
Department of  Cinema & Media Studies and  
the College

The Face of Film

Di  s ci  p l i n a r y  Di  r e c t i o n s  
 
Ilsa Flanagan
Director of  Sustainability, Facilities Services

On Sustainability

Andreas Glaeser
Department of  Sociology and the College

Agency, Critical Agency, and  
Meta-Agency

N e w  F a c u l t y 

Melvin Butler
Department of  Music and the College

Pentecostals and Popular Music

Agnes Gellen Callard
Department of  Philosophy and the College

The reason to be angry forever

Daniel Desormeaux
Department of  Romance Languages &  
Literatures and the College

Toussaint Louverture and Slavery

Chelsea Foxwell
Department of  Art History and the College

Late Nineteenth-Century Japanese Art

Hakan Karateke
Department of  Near Eastern Languages &  
Civilizations and the College

Ottomans and Death

Michèle Lowrie
Department of  Classics and the College

On Security

during the academic year, a faculty member gives an informal talk over a catered lunch 
at the Institute about his or her work-in-progress and afterwards responds to questions 
from the audience. For each talk, participants also include five graduate students who are 
invited on behalf of the speaker. In addition to “Every Wednesday” talks about ongoing 
faculty members’ works-in-progress, this series also presents talks by new faculty members 
in the humanities, by faculty colleagues in the sciences, by visiting professors, and about 
collaborative faculty projects.

Joan Copjec
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Lawrence Rothfield
Departments of  English Language & Literature 
and Comparative Literature and the College

The Analytics of Cultural Scenes

Malynne Sternstein
Department of  Slavic Languages & Literatures 
and the College

Hooliganism as Dissent among Czech 
Artists

Matthew Stolper
Department of  Near Eastern Languages & 
Civilizations and the College

On Salvage Epigraphy

P r o j e c t  L u n c h e o n
 
Bart Schultz
Department of  Philosophy and the College

On the Civic Knowledge Project

Vi  s i t i n g  P r o f e s s o r
 
Joan Copjec
Department of  English Language & Literature, 
SUNY at Buffalo

Islam and Psychoanalysis

L etter      fr  o m  the    D I R E C T O R
Continued from page 1

of English.  This coming spring,  
Chicago will host the meeting of 
the four-university CDI consortium, 
which will address, among other  
topics, the question of technology and 
the disciplines. We will make use of this 
occasion to mark, and to celebrate, the 
Institute’s twentieth anniversary.

James Chandler
Director, The Franke Institute for the 
HumanitiesPatchen Markell
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Humanities Faculty 2008 & 2009 Publications

The fruit of years of research, collaboration, creation, and writing, the publications of Humanities faculty members - books, 
CDs, musical scores - are celebrated every year at a special reception for them and their colleagues, toasted by the Dean of the 
Humanities and the Provost of the University. For this occasion, the publications are also gathered together and displayed at the 
Institute. The event takes place each spring quarter for the previous year’s publications, and a bibliography is prepared annually 

that lists these new publications by department. 

Art History

Christine Mehring
Blinky Palermo: Abstraction of  •	
an Era

Wu Hung 

Meishushi shiyi (Ten discourses on •	
art history)

Zou ziji de lu: Wu Hong lun •	
Zhongguo dangdai yishujia (On 
their own paths: Wu Hung on  
contemporary Chinese artists)

Displacement: The Three Gorges •	
Dam and Contemporary Chinese 
Art

Zhang Huan gongzuoshi: Yishu yu •	
laodong (The Zhang Huan studio: 
Art and Labor)

Wu Hung on Contemporary  •	
Chinese Artists

Making History: Wu Hung on  •	
Contemporary Chinese Art and  
Art Exhibition

Waste Not: Zhao Xiangyuan and •	
Song Dong

Shikong zhong de meishu: Wu Hung •	
Zhongguo meishushi wenbian erji 
(Art in time and space: Wu Hung 
on Chinese art, 2nd installment)

Rebecca Zorach 
The Idol in the Age of Art: Objects, •	
Devotions and the Early Modern 
World

Cinema and Media Studies 

Noa Steimatsky
Italian Locations: Reinhabiting the •	
Past in the Postwar Cinema

Classics 

Clifford Ando
The Matter of the Gods: Religion •	
and the Roman Empire

Shadi Bartsch
Seneca and the Self•	

Chris Faraone
The Stanzaic Architecture of Early •	
Greek Elegy

Michèle Lowrie
Writing, Performance, and  •	
Authority in Augustan Rome

Horace: Odes and Epodes•	

David Wray
Seneca and the Self•	

East Asian Languages and  
Civilizations

Michael Bourdaghs
Theory of Literature and Other •	
Critical Writings by Natsume Soseki

Jacob Eyferth
Eating Rice from Bamboo Roots: •	
The Social History of a Community 
of Handicraft Papermakers in Rural 
Sichuan, 1920-2000

Norma Field
Takiji: 21seiki ni do yomu ka •	
(Reading Kobayashi: Takiji for the 
21st Century)



17

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h ic  a g o 	A  u t u m n  2 0 10	

English Language and  
Literature

Lauren Berlant 
The Female Complaint: The Unfin-•	
ished Business of Sentimentality in 
American Culture

David Bevington
Shakespeare’s Ideas: More Things in •	
Heaven and Earth

The Complete Works of Shakespeare•	

James Chandler
The Cambridge History of English •	
Romantic Literature

The Cambridge Companion to  •	
British Romantic Poetry

Bradin Cormack
The Forms of Renaissance Thought: •	
New Essays on Literature and 
Culture

Elizabeth Helsinger
Poetry and the Pre-Raphaelite Arts: •	
Dante Gabriel Rossetti and William 
Morris

The “Writing” of Modern Life: The •	
Etching Revival in France, Britain, 
and the U.S., 1850-1940

W.J.T. Mitchell 
Bildtheorie (German translation)•	

Pictorial Turn: Saggi di cultura •	
visuale (Italian translation)

Das Leben Der Bilder: Eine Theorie •	
Der Visuellen Kultur  
(German translation)

Teoría de la Imagen  •	
(Spanish translation)

Edward Said: Continuing the  •	
Conversation (Japanese translation)

A Képek Politikája  •	
(Hungarian translation)

Iconologie: Image, Texte, Idéologie •	
(French translation)

Lawrence Rothfield 
The Rape of Mesopotamia: Behind •	
the Looting of the Iraq Museum

Jennifer Scappettone
Thing Ode/Ode oggettuale•	

From Dame Quickly•	

Belladonna Elders Series #5: Poetry, •	
Landscape, Apocalypse

Eric Slauter
The State as a Work of Art•	

Richard Strier
Divisions on a Ground: Essays on •	
the English Renaissance Literature 
in Honor of Donald M. Friedman

Germanic Studies

David Wellbery
Die Gabe des Gedichts. Goethes •	
Lyrik im Wechsel der Tone

Linguistics

Anastasia Giannakidou 
Quantification, Definiteness, and •	
Nominalization (Oxford Studies in 
Theoretical Linguistics, 24)

Salikoko S. Mufwene
Language Evolution: Contact,  •	
Competition, and Change

Globalization and Language  •	
Vitality: Perspectives from Africa

Continued on page 18
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Music

Philip V. Bohlman
Ethnomusicology and Modern  •	
Music History

Antropologia della musica nelle cul-•	
ture mediterranee: Interpretazione, 
Performance, Identità

Jewish Cabaret in Exile •	

Excursions in World Music•	

Jewish Musical Modernism, Old •	
and New

Jewish Music and Modernity•	

Marta Ptaszynska
Drum of Orfeo •	

Lumen •	

Concerto for Marimba & Orchestra •	

Shulamit Ran
String Quartet No. 1•	

Another Wedding March •	

Bach-Shards•	

Song and Dance•	

The Show Goes On •	

Kotoka Suzuki
“Hidden Voices” on Apparitions•	

Near Eastern Languages and  
Civilizations

Helga Anetshofer
Über Gereimtes und Ungereimtes •	
diesseits und jenseits der Turcia: 
Festschrift für Sigrid Kleinmichel 
zum 70. Geburtstag

Orit Bashkin
The Other Iraq: Pluralism and •	
Culture in Hashemite Iraq

Fred Donner 
The Expansion of the Early Islamic •	
State (The Formation of the  
Classical Islamic World Series, 
Volume 5)

Farouk Mustafa
Love in Exile (translation of a novel •	
by Bahaa Taher)

The Lodging House (translation of a •	
novel by Khairy Shalaby)

The Zafarani Files (translation of a •	
novel by Gamal al-Ghitani)

Robert Ritner
The Libyan Anarchy: Inscriptions •	
from Egypt’s Third Intermediate 
Period, Writings from the Ancient 
World No. 21

Matthew Stolper
L’archive des Fortifications de  •	
Persépolis: Etat des questions et 
perspectives de recherches

Christopher Woods
The Grammar of Perspective: The •	
Sumerian Conjugation Prefixes as a 
System of Voice

Philosophy

Ted Cohen
Thinking of Others: On the Talent •	
for Metaphor

Martha Nussbaum
Liberty of Conscience: In Defense •	
of America’s Tradition of Religious 
Equality

Robert Richards
The Tragic Sense of Life: Ernst •	
Haeckel and the Struggle over  
Evolutionary Thought

Romance Languages and  
Literatures 

Frederick De Armas
Hacia la tragedia áurea: lecturas •	
para un nuevo milenio

Daisy Delogu
Theorizing the Ideal Sovereign: The •	
Rise of the French Vernacular Royal 
Biography

Philippe Desan
Pensée morale et genres littéraires: de •	
Montaigne à Genet

Montaigne: Les formes du monde et •	
de l’esprit 

Dieu à nostre commerce et société: •	
Montaigne et la théologie

Ryan D. Giles 
The Laughter of the Saints: Parodies •	
of Holiness in Late Medieval and 
Renaissance Spain

Continued from page 17

Humanities Faculty 2008 & 2009 Publications
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Alison James 
Constraining Chance: Georges Perec •	
and the Oulipo

Armando Maggi 
The Resurrection of the Body: Pier •	
Paolo Pasolini from Saint Paul to 
Sade

Petrarch: A Critical Guide to the •	
Complete Works

Scrittori inconvenienti: Essays on •	
and by Pier Paolo Pasolini and 
Gianni Celati

Françoise Meltzer
Faith Without Borders: The Curious •	
Category of the Saint 

Larry Norman
Révolutions homériques•	

Elissa B. Weaver 
Scenes from Italian convent life: An •	
Anthology of Convent Theatrical 
Texts and Contexts

Rebecca West
Scrittori inconvenienti: Essays on •	
and by Pier Paolo Pasolini and 
Gianni Celati

Slavic Languages and 
Literatures

Robert Bird
Andrei Tarkovsky: Elements of •	
Cinema

Andrei Roublev d’Andrei Tarkovski•	

Victor Friedman
Deloto na akademik Viktor Frid-•	
man (The work of academician 
Victor Friedman)

SOCIAL THOUGHT

Glenn Most
Révolutions homériques•	

South Asian Languages and  
Civilizations

Yigal Bronner 
“Self-Surrender,” “Peace,” “Com-•	
passion,” and “The Mission of the 
Goose”: Poems and Prayers from 
South India

Steve Collins
Pali Grammar for Students•	

Wendy Doniger
The Hindus: An Alternative History•	

Rochona Majumdar
Marriage and Modernity: Family •	
Values in Colonial Bengal

 A reception to celebrate the publications of  Humanities Facutly in 2008 and 2009 took place at  
The Franke Institute for the Humanities on March 2, 2010.
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F r a n k e  F a c u l t y  F e l l o w s
2 0 1 0 - 1 1

Fredrik Albritton Jonsson, Assistant  
Professor, Department of  History; The Stationary 
Future: The Politics of  Environmental Limits in 
Britain, 1760-1850

Paul Copp, Assistant Professor, East Asian  
Languages & Civilizations; Tantric  
Transformations in Late Medieval China

Leela Gandhi, Professor, English Language 
& Literature; Art of  Interruption: Postcolonial 
Ethics, Antifascism, and the Politics of  Empire, 
1900-1955

Kaley Mason, Assistant Professor, Music;  
The Labor of  Music in South India

Srikanth Reddy, Assistant Professor, English 
Language & Literature; Readings in World  
Literature: Poems 

Jason Salavon, Assistant Professor, Visual 
Arts; Atlas: A Corpus of  Algorithmic Forms and 
Episodes

Yuming He, Assistant Professor, East Asian 
Languages & Civilizations; Reading   
Commonplace Books in Early Modern China 
(16th-17th Centuries)

F r a n k e  D o c t o r a l  F e l l o w s
2 0 1 0 - 1 1

Andrew Erwin, Department of  Germanic  
Studies; Mimesis, Madness, and Modernity: 
Robert Musil and the Ethics of  Being without 
Qualities 

Thomas Keith, Department of  Classics; Blood, 
Toil, Tearless Sweat: Envisioning Sparta in the 
Imperial Stoa 

Shayna Silverstein, Department of  Music;  
Circulating Spaces: Power, Performance, and 
Place in Syrian Dabke

Gökçe Yazıcıoğlu, Department of  Near Eastern 
Languages & Civilizations; People of  Kaneš in 
the 21st-17th C. BC: Communal and Individual 
Dimensions of  Identity in a Cosmopolitan Center 
in Anatolia


