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On Unemphatic “Emphatic” Pronouns in Greek

mâp^ äkqskrj÷^ Ôov´t mq¿pbst †dhifqfh´t prkqágbst äm^oáabhqlt
Apollonius Dyscolus

Synt. II.167 Uhlig

I Introduction - Status quaestionis

• Devine & Stephens, Prosody of Greek Speech, p. 476 (abridged)

It follows from the general principle that focused pronouns are orthotonic that the
nominative forms are never enclitic, since in a PRO-drop language like Greek overt
expression of a subject pronoun will almost always involve some sort of focus
[quotations from grammarians, followed by examples of contrastive focus]
Other examples have simple focus on the subject
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• Wackernagel, "Über ein Gesetz..", p. 413 (abridged):

"Weiterhin ist es vielleicht einem oder andern Leser aufgefallen, dass in den Beispielen wo
ein me, te seiner Stellung wegen eine Wortgruppe zerreisst, demselben mehrfach ein ego,
<tu> vorhergeht:

Plautus Men. 990 per ego vos deos — dico
Terentius Andr. 834 per ego te deos oro
Plautus Cist. 1.1.44 quo tu me modo voles esse

Auch der Nominativ von  is, ea, id:
Cicero Tusc. 2.15 quo ea me cunque duxit

Man wird nicht bestreiten können, dass in solchen Fällen ego, tu, ea eben
auch enklitisch sind, und wird sich an die Enklisis von deutschem er, sie, es im
Nebensatz, und bei Inversion und Frage, auch im Hauptsatz erinnern. [..] Übrigens ist
auch das aufs Verb unmittelbar folgende ego, tu, wie im Griechischen †††† dddd ¿¿¿¿
in gleicher Stellung, gewiss als wesentlich enklitisch zu fassen. "

• Marshall, Verbs, Nouns and Postpositives in Attic Prose:

[S]ome normally mobile words are often, when particularly unemphatic, treated
phraseologically in a manner certainly reminiscent of postpositives. It has been mentioned
that the peninitial tendency often puts the latter between mutually closely-related words to
which the postpositive itself is only remotely related. This seems to produce a typical
phraseology in which unemphatic words, even normally mobile, are placed
between emphatic mobiles, with the effect of marking both the emphasis on the latter
and the positively unemphatic status of the former; the whole expression need not then be
initial in the sentence, nor the unemphatic word strictly peninitial. Even 'preferential'
mobiles such as ††††dddd¿¿¿¿++++    llllÎÎÎÎqqqqlllltttt may thus be treated as ad hoc postpositives.

 Plato Plt.267b6 ék bŸt £k qft ^‰qÌ Òklj^ prk^d^dbÿk _lriev∂+
Plato Lg. 839b2 bŸ ql„ kÏjlr qft ql·qlr a·k^fql †dho^q™t bflk^f-
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Technical terms

• enclitic (vs. orthotonic) - (enclitic vs.) postpositive - Mobile
 jlf , †jl÷:  qb , aù: £k+ Òklj^+ prk^d^dbÿk-

• preferential Mobile (Dover) - Topic - Focus
q^„q^ jûk †jl◊ alhbÿ

• PRO-drop

II Unemphatic pppp···· in Plato

(1) Crat. 399a1 QT- R∂ ql„ C‰v·colklt †mfmkl÷& mfpqb·bft+ ƒt ¢lfh^t-
CPK- B´i^ a©-
QT- ~Mov¬t db p‚ mfpqb·sk9

(2) Crat. 431a6 IP- ~Cvùis plf+ … Q¿ho^qbt+ prduso´p^f h^◊ ¢pqs
lÁqst-
QT- I^i¬t db p‚ mlf¬k+ … c÷ib+ bŸ ¢pqf ql„ql lÁqst9
l‰aûk dào abÿ k„k mákr af^jáubpv^f mbo◊ ^‰ql„-

(3) Soph. 231c3 HC- CŸhÏqst db p‚ ämlo¬k-

(4) Plt. 263c4 HC- Doáplk a© jlf qÌ jbqà ql„ql-
LC- QT- Nlÿlk:
HC- RÌ q´t ämlmi^k©pbst mÏvbk ≠jât ab„o' Æd^dbk-
lflj^f jûk dào jáifpq^+ Úvbk †osqevb◊t p ‚  q™k
ädbi^flqolc÷^k Úmı af^fobqùlk bflmbt jái^ molv·jst a·'
bflk^f wÀsk dùke+ qÌ jûk äkvo¿mfklk+ £qbolk aû q¬k
åiisk prjmákqsk veo÷sk £k-

(5) Euthphr. 6b7 QT- äiiá jlf bŸmû moÌt Dfi÷lr+ pppp‚‚‚‚ ƒt äiev¬t ≠d∂ q^„q^
lÁqst dbdlkùk^f:
CSW- I^◊ ¢qf db ql·qsk v^rj^pf¿qbo^+ … Q¿ho^qbt+ è
l⁄ mliil◊ l‰h ¤p^pfk-
QT- I^◊ mÏibjlk êo^ ≠d∂ p‚ bflk^f qÕ Òkqf †k qlÿt vblÿt
moÌt äii©ilrt+ h^◊ ¢uvo^t db abfkàt h^◊ jáu^t h^◊ åii^
qlf^„q^ mliiá+--

(6) Euthphr.11e2 h^◊ ql·qsk jûk çaek9 †mbfa™ aù jlf alhbÿt p‚ qorcâk+ ^‰qÏt
plf prjmolvrj©plj^f Úmst åk jb afaágıt mbo◊ ql„ p÷lr-
h^◊ j™ mol^mlhájıt9

(7) Apology 25e4 ..ql„ql ;qÌ= qlpl„qlk h^hÌk °h¡k mlf¬+ ƒt cµt p·:

(8) Phaedo 89e3 ..qbibrq¬k a™ v^jà molphol·sk jfpbÿ qb mákq^t h^◊
≠dbÿq^f l‰abkÌt l‰aûk Âdfût bflk^f qÌ m^oám^k-
∞ l‰h πpvep^f p· ms ql„ql dfdkÏjbklk:
Nákr db+ ≤k a' †d¿-

(9) Crat. 390c11 QT- RÌk aû †osqâk h^◊ ämlho÷kbpv^f †mfpqájbklk
åiil qf p‚ h^ibÿt ∞ af^ibhqfhÏk:
CPK- MÊh+ äiià ql„ql-
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III Unemphatic ††††dddd¿¿¿¿ in Sophocles

Hidden agenda
• Pragmatic analysis of word order in the trimeter: Topic-Focus-Verb-..?
• A clause will typically have one Focus. Even in Sophocles, some words

will be more important than others.
• Question: is there a direct relation between position in the verse and

'importance'? Not very likely. On the other hand, it is also a priori
unlikely that metrical structure would not be used for pragmatic (as
opposed to syntactic, semantic) purposes.

(10) Aj. 1179 RCS- CŸ aù qft pqo^ql„
_÷& p' ämlpmápbfb ql„ab ql„ kbhol„+
h^hÌt h^h¬t åv^mqlt †hmùplf uvlkÏt+
dùklrt çm^kqlt <÷w^k †gejejùklt+
^Áqst Úmspmbo qqqqÏÏÏÏkkkkaaaa' †d¡ qùjks miÏhlk-

(11) Aj. 1255 ?E- Kùd^t aû mibroà _l„t ÂmÌ pjfhoât Újst
jápqfdlt ÔovÌt bŸt aÌk mlob·bq^f-
I^◊ pl◊ molpùomlk qqqqllll„„„„qqqq' †d¡ qÌ cáoj^hlk
o¬ qáu'+ bŸ j™ kl„k h^q^hq©pı qfká9

(12) El. 1351 FJ- R÷t lÎqÏt †pq'+ äabicù: moÌt vb¬k coáplk-
MP- M‰u◊ grk÷et: FJ-  M‰aù d' †t vrjÌk cùos-
MP- M‰h lflpv' Úqø j' ¢ash^t †t ubÿoát mlqb:
FJ- Nl÷ø: q÷ cskbÿt: MP-  MÎ qÌ Dshùsk mùalk

Âmbgbmùjcvek p∂ moljev÷& ubolÿk-
FJ- ÖF hbÿklt lÎqlt Úk mlq' †h mmmmlllliiiiiiii¬¬¬¬kkkk †d¡

jÏklk molpb„olk mfpqÌk †k m^qoÌt cÏkø:
MP- ÇMa' †pq÷9 j© j' ¢ibdub mib÷lpfk iÏdlft-

(13) OT 317 RCG- Db„ cb„+ colkbÿk ƒt abfkÌk ¢kv^ j™ qùie
i·ı colkl„kqf9 q^„q^ dào hhhh^̂̂̂iiii¬¬¬¬tttt †d¡
bŸa¡t af¿ibp'9 l‰ dào ék ab„o' ⁄hÏjek-

(14) Ant. 571 GQ- ~?iià hqbkbÿt krjcbÿ^ ql„ p^rql„ qùhklr:
IP- ~?o¿pfjlf dào uäqùosk bŸp◊k d·^f-
GQ- M‰u ∆t d' †hb÷kø q∂aù q' ≤k ≠ojlpjùk^-
IP- IIII^̂̂̂hhhhààààtttt †d¡ drk^ÿh^t r⁄ùpf pqrd¬-

(15) Ant. 191 IP- ~Cd¡ dáo+ ¤pqs Xb‚t  mákv' o¬k äb÷+
lÊq' ék pfsm©p^fjf q™k åqek o¬k
pqb÷ulrp^k äpqlÿt äkq◊ q´t psqeo÷^t+
lÊq' ék c÷ilk mlq' åkao^ arpjbk´ uvlkÌt
vb÷jek †j^rqÕ+ ql„ql dfdk¿phsk Úqf
Øa' †pq◊k ≠ pÀwlrp^ h^◊ q^·qet ¢mf
miùlkqbt Ôov´t ql‚t c÷ilrt mlfl·jbv^9
qqqqllllffffllllÿÿÿÿppppaaaa' †d¡ kÏjlfpf q©ka' ^Êgs mÏifk-
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(16) El. 1043 FJ- R÷ a': l‰ alh¬ plf q^„q^ p‚k a÷hı iùdbfk:
VP- ~?ii' ¢pqfk ¢kv^ u¨ a÷he _iá_ek cùobf-
FJ- RRRRllll····qqqqllllfffftttt †d¡ w´k qlÿt kÏjlft l‰ _l·ilj^f-

(17) Aj. 1137, 1142
RCS- ÖF pl◊ dào ?¤^t mliùjflt molÊpqe mlqù:
KC- Kfpl„kq' †j÷pbf+ h^◊ p‚ ql„q' ¨m÷pq^pl-
RCS- Iiùmqet dào ^‰ql„ `eclmlfÌt eÂoùvet-
KC- ~Ck qlÿt afh^pq^ÿt+ hl‰h †jl÷+ qÏa' †pcáie-
RCS- NÏii' ék h^i¬t iiiiáááávvvvoooo&&&& p‚ hiù`bf^t h^há-
KC- Rl„q' bŸt äk÷^k qlÊmlt ¢oubq^÷ qfkf-
RCS- M‰ jâiilk+ ƒt ¢lfhbk+ ∞ irm©pljbk-
KC- ÇCk plf coáps9 qÏka' †pq◊k l‰u◊ v^mqùlk-
RCS- ~?ii' äkq^hl·pı ql„qlk ƒt qbvá`bq^f-
KC- ÅFae mlq' bflalk ååååkkkkaaaaoooo' †d¡ di¿ppı vo^p‚k

k^·q^t †cloj©p^kq^ ubfj¬klt qÌ mibÿk+
’ cvùdj' ék l‰h äke„obt+ ≠k÷h' †k h^hÕ
ubfj¬klt b¤ubq'+ äii' Âc' b‹j^qlt horcb◊t
m^qbÿk m^obÿub qÕ vùilkqf k^rq÷isk-
MÁqs aû h^◊ pû h^◊ qÌ pÌk iá_olk pqÏj^
pjfhol„ kùclrt qáu' åk qft †hmkb·p^t jùd^t
ubfj¡k h^q^p_ùpbfb q™k mlii™k _l©k-

RCS- ~Cd¡ aù d' åkao' Òmsm^ jso÷^t miùsk+ --

Conclusion

m¬t lÍk l‰ dbilÿlf l⁄ Âmli^j_áklkqbt q™k †d¡ †dhifqfh™k bflk^f:
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